
Fr iends of  the  Blue Ridge Mounta ins 
Land Use Commit tee 

 
Posi t ion  sta tement  wi th  respect  to  the  Comprehensive  P lan  2017 

 
 We thank the Loudoun Board of Superv isors for consider ing the opinions of  

the c i t i zens (Envis ion Loudoun) wi th respect to proposed changes in the  
Transi t ion Area  Pol i cy of  the  Comprehensive  P lan .   
 
1)  Any change in  po l icy for  the  Trans i t ion  Area for  r ezoning needs to  be  

accompanied by wel l  thought  out  in f rast ructure  requirements  to  handle  
the  increased densi t y .   
 

2)   Whi le  we understand that  growth is  des i r able  and i nevi tab le ,  i t  should 
take  p lace in  areas  where  t ranspor ta t ion in f rast ructure  ex ists  (or  wi l l  
soon be  exis t ing) ,  i n and around mixed use,  pedestr ian  or iented  town 
centers  rather  than encouraging suburban sprawl .  This  concept  should  not  
be expanded to  areas that  do  not  have  suf f ic ient  t ranspor ta t ion  and 
other  in f r astructure to  support  i t .   
 

3)  Support  a  program using  Transfer  o f  Development  R ights  (TDRs)  f rom land 
owners  in  the  AR and TR d is t r i cts  to  increase  densi ty  in  the proposed 
urban center  deve lopments  beyond current a l lowances.  Th is  program wi l l  
assure  a  more  e f f ic i ent  p lan  both  economica l ly  and env i ronmenta l ly  be  
help ing keep open space in  the t rans i t ion areas  and the  west and thus 
prevent ing suburban sprawl .  At  the  same TDRs would prov ide  f or  new 
development  in  the  urban centers .  “Af fordable  housing”  could be  exempt 
f rom the  purchase of  PDRs. 
 

4)  We are  p leased that  there  are  no pol icy  changes to the  Western  Loudoun 
plan 
 

5)  Encourage development  o f  t ra i l s  and connect ing  green corr idors ,  for  
hikers ,  b i kers ,  horses,  and wild l i fe .   
 

6) Development  o f  Per formance s tandards for Specia l  Events  based on 
object ive  cr i ter ia  such as  road safe ty  standards,  lo t  s izes ,  densi ty  of  
surrounding event  centers ,  e tc.    



 
  Preserving,  
   Enhancing,  
   and Celebrating  

 the Blue Ridge Mountains 
 

 

PO Box 1002, Purcellville, VA  20134   www.friendsofblueridge.org 
 

Position statement on behalf of Friends of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
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,Q UHYLHZLQJ WKH (QYLURQPHQWDO $VVHVVPHQW UHSRUW E\ WKH 86 'HSDUWPHQW RI +RPHODQG 6HFXULW\ 
IRU %XLOGLQJ ���� GDWHG -DQXDU\ ��� ����� ZH DSSUHFLDWH WKH H[WHQVLYH UHVHDUFK DQG VHQVLWLYLW\ WR 
WKH HQYLURQPHQW WKDW ZHQW LQWR WKH UHSRUW� *LYHQ WKDW WKH IDFLOLW\ DOUHDG\ H[LVWV DQG WKH QHZ 
EXLOGLQJV ZRXOG EDVLFDOO\ UHSODFH ROGHU RQHV� DQG JLYHQ WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG FRQVHUYDWLRQ 
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV DGGUHVVHG LQ WKH UHSRUW� RXU FRPPHQW FRQVLVWV RI WZR FRQVLGHUDWLRQV ZH ZRXOG DVN 
RI \RX� $V QRWHG RQ SDJH ���6 RI WKH UHSRUW� 
 

7KH PRVW VXEVWDQWLDO FKDQJHV WR ODQG XVH ZLWKLQ WKH 0:(2& ZLOO RFFXU ZLWKLQ 
WKH ��� $UHD ZKHUH XQGHYHORSHG IRUHVWHG ODQG ZLOO EH FRQYHUWHG WR EXLOGLQJV� 
URDGZD\V� SDUNLQJ DUHDV� XWLOLWLHV� DQG ODQGVFDSLQJ� � � � ,Q VXPPDU\� IXWXUH ODQG 
XVHV ZLWKLQ WKH 0:(2& ZLOO H[KLELW D ORZ�GHQVLW\ RIILFH SDUN FKDUDFWHU� 
UHPDLQLQJ FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH FKDUDFWHU RI WKH H[LVWLQJ FDPSXV� 
 

:H UHTXHVW WKDW WKH ORVV RI WKLV XQGHYHORSHG IRUHVWHG ODQG EH PLWLJDWHG E\ D VXEVWDQWLDO IRUHVW 
EXIIHU VWULS� DORQJ WKH HDVW ERXQGDU\ RI WKH SURSHUW\� ZKHUH WKH VWHHS VORSHV EHJLQ DQG WKH IDFLOLW\ 
LV TXLWH YLVLEOH IURP WKH FRXQWU\VLGH EHORZ�  
 
,Q DGGLWLRQ� H[WHULRU OLJKWLQJ LVVXHV ZHUH QRW DGGUHVVHG� %DVHG RQ UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV IURP WKH 
/DQG 7UXVW RI 9$ HDVHPHQW WHPSODWH DQG UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV IURP WKH 'DUN 6N\ $VVRFLDWLRQ� 
 

/LJKWLQJ VKRXOG EH OLPLWHG WR IXOO\ KRUL]RQWDOO\ VKLHOGHG OLJKWLQJ IL[WXUHV� 7KH 
OLJKW HOHPHQW �ODPS RU JOREH) RI D IL[WXUH VKDOO QRW H[WHQG EHORZ WKH FXW RII VKLHOG 

                                                 
� $ buffer strip LV DQ DUHD RI ODQG PDLQWDLQHG LQ SHUPDQHQW YHJHWDWLRQ WKDW KHOSV WR FRQWURO DLU� VRLO� DQG ZDWHU 
TXDOLW\� DORQJ ZLWK RWKHU HQYLURQPHQWDO SUREOHPV�� %XIIHU VWULSV HQKDQFH VHGLPHQW ILOWUDWLRQ RI QXWULHQWV DQG 
SHVWLFLGHV  E\ VORZLQJ GRZQ UXQRII WKDW FRXOG HQWHU WKH ORFDO VXUIDFH ZDWHUV� 7KH URRW V\VWHPV RI WKH SODQWHG 
YHJHWDWLRQ LQ WKHVH EXIIHUV KROG VRLO SDUWLFOHV WRJHWKHU ZKLFK DOOHYLDWH WKH VRLO RI ZLQG HURVLRQ DQG VWDELOL]H VWUHDP 
EDQNV SURYLGLQJ SURWHFWLRQ DJDLQVW VXEVWDQWLDO HURVLRQ DQG ODQGVOLGHV� $UHDV ZLWK GLYHUVH YHJHWDWLRQ SURYLGH PRUH 
SURWHFWLRQ IURP QXWULHQW DQG SHVWLFLGH IORZ DQG DW WKH VDPH WLPH SURYLGH EHWWHU ELRGLYHUVLW\ DPRQJVW SODQWV DQG 
DQLPDO�� 0DQ\ JRYHUQPHQW DJHQFLHV SURYLGH LQFHQWLYHV IRU FRQVHUYDWLRQ SURJUDPV VXFK DV EXIIHU VWULSV EHFDXVH WKH\ 
KHOS VWDELOL]H WKH HQYLURQPHQW HYHQ ZKHQ WKH ODQG LV EHLQJ XVHG� %XIIHU VWULSV QRW RQO\ VWDELOL]H WKH ODQG EXW FDQ DOVR 
SURYLGH D YLVXDO GHPRQVWUDWLRQ WKDW ODQG LV XQGHU VWHZDUGVKLS� 6RXUFH� KWWSV���HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL�%XIIHUBVWULS 
 



-XVWLILFDWLRQ IRU WKH 5HTXHVW�  
 
/RXGRXQ &RXQW\ ZHEVLWH �KWWSV���ZZZ�ORXGRXQ�JRY�LQGH[�DVS["QLG ����) VWDWHV� ³UXUDO ODQG 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ LV FULWLFDO WR SUHVHUYLQJ D VXIILFLHQW VXSSO\ RI WKH ODQG DQG ZDWHU WKDW LV QHHGHG IRU 
IDUPLQJ� 3URWHFWLQJ WKH LQWHJULW\ RI WKH UXUDO ODQGVFDSH DOVR SUHVHUYHV HVVHQWLDO KLVWRULF UHVRXUFHV� 
KDELWDW IRU ZLOGOLIH� DQG VDIHJXDUGV VFHQLF YLHZV DQG UHFUHDWLRQ RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´ :H� WKH Friends 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains� DV SURWHFWRUV RI WKLV XQLTXH UHVRXUFH� SRVLWLYHO\ DJUHH ZLWK WKLV 
SROLF\� 7KH H[LVWLQJ IDFLOLW\ LV RXW RI FKDUDFWHU DQG VFDOH ZLWK WKH VXUURXQGLQJ FRXQWU\VLGH� 7KHUH 
DUH QR VXFK IDFLOLWLHV RI QHDUO\ WKDW PDJQLWXGH LQ WKLV SDVWRUDO DUHD� ,W LV ORFDWHG LQ WKH DUHD DQG 
YLHZ VKHG RI IDUPV� ZLQHULHV DQG UHVLGHQFHV RQ ODUJH ORWV� 7KH DUHD LV NQRZQ IRU LWV QDWXUDO 
EHDXW\� UROOLQJ KLOOV� WKH $SSDODFKLDQ 7UDLO� YLQH\DUGV� EUHZHULHV� IDUP WR WDEOH UHVWDXUDQWV� DQG 
ZDWHU VSRUWV RQ WKH 6KHQDQGRDK� 7KLV LV WKH FKDUDFWHU RI WKH VXUURXQGLQJ DUHD�  
 
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH JRYHUQPHQW¶V FRQVHUYDWLRQ SROLF\� SULYDWH ODQG RZQHUV KDYH PDGH HQRUPRXV 
FRQWULEXWLRQV WR FRQVHUYLQJ RXU YDOXDEOH UXUDO UHVRXUFHV� )RU H[DPSOH� WKH /HJJHWW IDPLO\ 
GRQDWHG ����� DFUHV IRU D VWDWH RQ WKH QHDUE\ 6KRUW +LOO� 2WKHU ODQG RZQHUV DORQJ WKH %OXH 5LGJH 
DQG 6KRUW +LOO KDYH SODFHG GHYHORSPHQW UHVWULFWLRQV RQ DERXW ������ DFUHV� �7KH WRWDO SUHVHUYHG 
ODQG LQ WKH &RXQW\ LV PRUH WKDQ 6����� DFUHV� UHSUHVHQWLQJ DOPRVW ��� RI /RXGRXQ¶V ODQG� DOO 
WKLV DFFRUGLQJ WKH ZHEVLWH)�  
 
7KH 0RXQW :HDWKHU SURSHUW\ LV LQ WKH 0RXQWDLQVLGH RYHUOD\ GLVWULFW� $FFRUGLQJ WR WKH ���� 
UHYLVHG =RQLQJ 2UGLQDQFH �6HFWLRQ ���6��) 7KH 3XUSRVH DQG ,QWHQW RI WKH 0RXQWDLQVLGH 
'HYHORSPHQW 2YHUOD\ 'LVWULFW LV WR UHJXODWH ODQG XVH DQG GHYHORSPHQW RQ WKH PRXQWDLQVLGHV RI 
WKH &RXQW\� LQ VXFK D PDQQHU DV WR SURYLGH IRU ORZ GHQVLW\ UHVLGHQWLDO GHYHORSPHQW LQ UHPRWH 
DUHDV DQG WR� ��) DVVXUH PRXQWDLQVLGH GHYHORSPHQW ZLOO QRW UHVXOW LQ VXEVWDQWLDO GDPDJH WR 
VLJQLILFDQW QDWXUDO UHVRXUFH DUHDV� ZLOGOLIH KDELWDWV RU QDWLYH YHJHWDWLRQ DUHDV� �HWF�� DQG ��) 
LPSOHPHQW WKH LQWHQW RI WKH &RPSUHKHQVLYH 3ODQ�  
  
6LQFHUHO\� 

 
 
1RUPDQ 0\HUV� 9LFH 3UHVLGHQW 
&KDLUPDQ /DQG 8VH &RPPLWWHH 
 
Friends of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
 
LQIR#IULHQGVRIEOXHULGJH�RUJ� RU QRUPDQP\#YHUL]RQ�QHW 
 
 


